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evidence of the man who cut the deceased
down, the little girl who saw him hanging,
and the widow’s mother. There was no
medical evidence taken. Dr. Dillon farther
stated that a few days after the inquest he
wrote to the coroner for the depositions,
offering to pay for them, and that no notice
had been since taken of that application.
Dr. A. T. THOMSON said the verdict which

had been given in this case was undoubt-
edly an illegal one, no evidence having been
brought before the coroner of the man’s
having been hanged. His being found sus-
pended in the way he was, was no legal
evidence of the cause of death, which could
only be proved by a post-mortem examina-
tion. No proof had been adduced to show
in what way the man really came by his
death.

Several members of the Society expressed
themselves strongly in condemnation of the
coroner’s conduct, and it was evidently the
general feeling that he had been remiss in
the duties of his important office, having
left the objects of the law unattained.

POISON IN CANDLES.

Mr. GOLDING BIRD stated that he had ex-
amined the bodies of some of the birds
which had perished from being exposed to
arsenical vapours, as noticed in the last
LANCET. After carefully experimenting with
the body of one of them, which had been
plucked of its feathers, and cut into pieces,
he succeeded in detecting a very minute
quantity of arsenious acid. He had, in
another instance, endeavoured to-ascertain if
any of the poison had been deposited on the
feathers; he did not, after very carefully con.
ducted experiments, succeed in tracing any.
From the fact of the water having become
impregnated with the poison, and the quan- i
tity of water the birds drank, he thought it
probable they had been poisoned in this i
manner. !
. Mr. JOSH. TOYNBEE, and Mr. SNOW, had
conducted a series of experiments on these
candles, to ascertain the effects of their
combustion onanirnallife. They found that
guinea pigs, exposed to a constant stream
of vapour, from six of these candles, for two
separate periods of eight hours each, were
not at all affected, even though the tempera-
ture of the box, through which the vapour
passed, was occasionally as high as 110&deg;.
The animals ate their food, which was con-
stantly exposed to the gas. The experi-
ments were subsequently repeated, and
carried on for a period of six days, in a
temperature never exceeding 80&deg;; with the
same results. Two candles were then made,
each containing a drachm of arsenious acid;
the vapour from these did not affect the
guinea pigs. Subsequent experiments with
some birds had been instituted, but owing
to the apparatus having ignited, no satisfac-
tory conclusion could be drawn from them;

for, though one of the birds perished in the
smoke caused by the Sre, the other lived for
four hours, after drinking with great avidity
during that time. The stomach, and com-
mencement of the intestinal tube in each of
these birds, were found of a bright red
colour.
Dr. A. T. THOMSON had noticed that

guinea pigs were the most difficult of all
animals to affect with poisons. -
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OBSCURE ABDOMINAL TUMOURS.

THE Society was occupied this evening
with the relation of the following cases,
illustrative of the difficulty of forming an
accurate diagnosis in some cases of tumours
in the abdomen.
Mr. PILCHER exhibited a specimen of

scirrhus of the stomach, which was remark-
able from the fact of the disease not occupy-
ing its usual situation on that organ. The
history of the case had been furnished to
him (Mr. Pilcher) by Dr. Barlow, of the
Surrey Dispensary, under whose care the
patient was :- .

John Harrison, aged 54, applied to the
above institution for relief in September
last. He said that he had been for the last
seven years subject to cough, expectora-
tion, and dyspnoea, during the winter, and
that each succeeding winter these attacks
became more and more severe, but that he
enjoyed tolerable health in the summer. In
the middle of August last he was suddenly
attacked with severe pain in the left iliac
fossa, and on the left side of the umbilical
region ; for this he took much purgative me-
dicine, and a blister was applied to the left
side of the abdomen. He obtained slight
relief from these means, but about the be-
ginning of September he observed a hard-
ness on the left side of the abdomen, much
in the same situation as that in which he
had felt the pain. He stated, also, that at
the commencement of this illness he suffered
much from sickness and vomiting for about
two days, but that he had not done so previ-
ously, nor since.- When he first came to the
dispensary he was somewhat emaciated, but
not remarkably so; there was slight sallow-
ness in his countenance, but not that dingy
whiteness which we are apt to regard as
characteristic of malignant disease. He
said that his bowels were constipated, and
that he felt a weight, or pain, about the
region of the stomach after eating; that his
appetite was slight, but that he had never
been a hearty eater. His tongue was furred,
yellowish towards the centre, and red at the



464

edges, but not morbidly so. His pulse was
about 100, and rather feeble. There was a
hardness to be felt towards the left side of
the epigastric region ; the external edge of
the hardness was near the cartilages of the
floating ribs ; the superior edge could not
be readily felt; its position varied on change
of posture ; the whole tumour was slightly
tender, but much more so about the centre ;
it yielded a dull sound on percussion. The
left leg and thigh were oedematous. He
was cupped to ten ounces over the tumour,
and ordered to take hydrarg. c. creta, ten
grains every night, with half an ounce of
castor-oil every morning. He continued to
take this medicine for four days, in the
course of which much f&aelig;cal matter was ex-
pelled from the bowels, and at the end of
that time he felt much relieved, and thought
the tumour smaller; and it did appear to
Dr. Barlow not to descend so low as it did
at first. He complained, however, of being
exhausted by the continued action of the
purgatives. They were, accordingly, re--
peated less frequently, and stimulant and
anodyne remedies exhibited in the interval,
and his bowels were then kept freely open.
He was afterwards put upon the use of the
eighth of a grain of iodine, with a quarter
of a grain of iodide of potassium; but as
this did not appear productive of any be-
nefit, and he continued to lose nesh, it was
discontinued. Early in October he was one
day seized with vomiting and purging soor
after taking the castor oil, and these conti
nued for some hours. Galbanum and colo.
cynth were afterwards used as a purgative
but his bowels acting very freely, they were
discontinued, as unnecessary. Towards th(
end of October he complained much of his
left leg and thigh, which were oedematous
particularly the popliteal space; leeches
were applied to the ham with some relief
Mercurial ointment was now rubbed in ovei
the tumour, but his mouth soon became
sliglatly affected, and there was much intes-
tinal irritation. This was with difficulty
allayed by chalk mixture and opiates, and
for three or four weeks he continued free
from pain and sickness; took bland nou-
rishment without feeling any pain, and slept
well with the aid of one-third of a grain of
muriate of morphia at night. When examin-
ing him one day, Dr. Barlow observed that
the.left inguinal glands were considerably en-
larged. About the Ist of December diar-
rhoea came on; this was, in some degree,
checked with the chalk mixture and tincture
of catechu; in two or three days he com-
plained of cough and dyspnoea, which pre-
vented his lying down, and was attended
with profuse purulent expectoration; and,
under the exhaustion of this and the diar-
rhoea, he sunk, and died on the 8th of De-
cember.
Mr. Pilcher had been requested to see

this case by Dr. Barlow. The tumour occu-

pied the lower part of the epigastric region,
and was not well defined; it had a dull,

heavy feel. He thought it was possibly at-
tached ta the omentum, or an enlargement of
the mesenteric glands.
On examination after death, the tumour

was found to be scirrhus of the stomach, of
nearly an oval shape, and occupying almost
all of the inferior part of the viscus. The
contents of the stomach had a peculiar faecal
smell, probably owing to the discharge from
the tumour. The rest of the abdomen was
pretty healthy. Some of the intestines were,
however, rather redder than natural; there
were several old cicatrices in the lungs.
The case he (Mr. Pilcher) considered inte-
resting, from the great extent of the disease,
as well as from its situation ; the part of the
stomach where it was found not being
usually the seat of such an affection. The
diagnosis in cases of this kind, and, indeed,
in all kinds of tumours of the abdomen, was
most important; there was, however, a class
of tumours which he particularly wished to
refer to, and these were of a small, hard,
and solid kind, occurring in the abdomen,
and respecting which the diagnosis and
prognosis were equally difficult. He thought
it would be well if the members would give
their experience respecting this kind of
tumour.
Dr. WHITING took this occasion to state

to the Society the progress of Martha Col-
lard’s case, which had afforded much inte-
rest to the Society on two other occasions.
(See LANCET, vol. 1835-36, p. 180, and vol. i.,
1836-37, p. 308.) This case had developed
itself still farther ; the health of the woman
had continued good as usual, until about
three weeks since, when she was seized
with sickness, and vomited up a large
quantity of fluid, with a great number of
flakes in it, such as you might expect from
the contents of a broken up hydatiginous
cyst. Since then the central lobe of the
tumour had subsided, the other lobes re-
maining as before. These facts seemed con.
firmatory of the opinion he had expressed
on this tumour, that it was of the hydatid
kind.
Mr. CRisp related a case of supposed

ovarian dropsy, under which the patient had
laboured for four or five years, and for
which she had been tapped many times, and
a quantity of albuminous fluid drawn off;
the abdomen still seemed always filled with
fluid. After her death a number of hydatid-
like cysts were found in the abdomen; these
were punctured, and two or three quarts of
fluid removed from them; a tumour was
still left behind, like a gravid uterus, only
much larger, and on cutting into which, a
cheesy structure was developed. This
tumour was nearly free in the abdomen, hav.
ing only an attachment to the left ovary, or
what appeared to be the left ovary, by
means of a small ligamentous band. The
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turnour weighed fifty or sixty pounds. It
had pressed all the intestines into the right
side of the abdomen, except the descending
colon and the rectum, yet in this case there
had been no constipation. The other parts
of the body were healthy.
Mr. DENDY, in speaking of the diagnostic

marks of malignant disease, said, that the
peculiar hue of the countenance, so much
insisted upon by writers, was evidently, from
Mr. Pilcher’s case, not always to be de-
pended on.
Mr. BRYANT alluded to the case of a

pupil of Mr. Iliff, of Kennington. This
young gentleman, previously in good health,
a few months since, being pressed for time,
ran a considerable distance, and became
overheated. In this condition he threw him-
self carelessly on his bed. In the morning,
on awaking, he felt an agonising pain in
the left iliac region ; it was supposed, at
first, to be rheumatic, and treated accord-
ingly, without any relief to his sufferings.
There was no hardness or swelling in the
groin. Mr. Bryant, on seeing him, consi-
dered the pain to be neuralgic ; the integu-
ments of the thigh were so sensitive as to
make him cry out from pain on the slightest
touch; his general health, at this period,
seemed good. There were no signs of in-
flammatory action present. In the course of
a few weeks- u tumour appeared in the
groin, occupying a space above and below
Poupart’s ligament; this tumour was fluc-
tuating to the touch at several points. It
was punctured, but no fluid escaped. The
tumour went on increasing, the health of
the patient gradually gave way, and he

sunk, at last, greatly emaciated, his coun-
tenance giving every indication of malig-
nant disease. Sir A. Cooper, who had been
consulted in the case, gave what was con-
sidered, at the time, a rather curious opi-
nion, but which proved, ultimately, to be
somewhat correct. He said that he had
seen only one similar case to this ; and
he thought this tumour consisted of a

collection of blood under the facia iliaca.
On dissection, the tumour appeared to com-
mence in the cavity of ilium, and had pushed
before it the anterior crural nerve, hence
the origin of the pain ; the contents of the
iliac region were pushed out of their place ;
the tumour was fungoid, and appeared to
have had its origin in a collection of effused
blood under the iliac fascia, producing great
irritation.

Mr. HoopER stated the case of a young
gentleman at school, who, previously in
good health, was seized with shivering, and
a pain in the abdomen. A tumour after-
wards appeared, which was supposed to be
an abscess in the sheath of the rectus ; but
the diagnosis was not satisfactory. Violent
diarrhoea ensued, which was relieved by
the use of warm injections, under which

treatment the tumour disappeared. He was
still in doubt as to its nature.
. Dr. BURGESS related the following case,
which occurred at the H6tel Dieu a few
years since, under the care of M. Recamier.
A man of middle stature, about forty-five
years of age, was admitted with a consider-
able sized pulsating tumour, about midway
between the pubis and the umbilicus. It
was noticed that the pelvis of this man was
preternaturally small. While in the hospi-
tal he suffered much from vomiting, which
came on periodically ; his bowels were ex-
ceedingly costive, and he was subject to
flatulence, which produced great pain in
the abdomen. His face, towards the end,
assumed a cadaverous hue. The tumour,
at times, appeared much larger than at

others. After a meal it was found to pul-
sate, but not at other periods. When pul-
sating it simulated aneurysm of the inferior
part of the abdominal aorta, or of the com-
mon iliac. At first it was thought to be
ascites. The man would not suffer any sur-
gical operation; palliative means only were,
therefore, resorted to. The post-mortem
examination revealed the true nature of the
case. A kind of sarcomatous growth was
attached to the last lumbar and first sacral
vertebrae, and which, when cut into, was
found of a cheesy consistence towards its
base, becoming softer and more pendulous
towards its apex, which drooped into the
cavity of the pelvis. The common iliacs
were given off two inches higher up than
usual, and the tumour passed between them.
The ganglion impar was greatly enlarged,
and situated higher up than natural; and
a branch of the sympathetic wound round
the base of the tumour.

Mr. HEADLAND said it must not be for-
gotten that the largest kind of tumour in
the abdomen was the gravid uterus. He
mentioned this seriously, as two instances
had come to his knowledge in which women
in the last months of pregnancy had been
ordered to be tapped for ascites, and this,
too, by distinguished physicians.

Mr. PILCHER had been called by Dr.
Southwood Smith to give his opinion re-
specting two tumours in the abdomen of a
lady suffering from fever. These tumours
were situated in the umbilical region, were
about as large as an orange, and moveable.
No satisfactory conclusion respecting their
nature was arrived at. They, however,
gradually subsided, and the fever, which
had been a very protracted one, also gave
way at the same time.

The Society then adjourned to the second
Monday in January next.


